[image: image1.jpg]IIN[SEH E??.Tée"t

United Nations :
Educational, Scientific and -
Cultural Organization .




[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]FUND
FORUM.
UZ




 
 



PRESS RELEASE
“ASRLAR SADOSI 2011” FESTIVAL IN BUKHARA 
SHOWCASES UZBEKISTAN’S CULTURAL WEALTH 
On April 30 – May 1, Bukhara, a city with a history that spans thousands of years, welcomed thousands of people, both local and international, to the fourth Asrlar sadosi (Echo of centuries) Festival of Traditional Culture. A collaborative effort between the Fund Forum and the UNESCO Tashkent Office, the annual Festival offers the full diversity of national traditions and customs, applied art, national cuisine, oral tradition and intangible legacy of Uzbekistan. The two-day Festival in Bukhara was attended by over 20,000 people, including guests and tourists from Azerbaijan, China, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Russia, Spain, Switzerland, USA, UK and other countries. 
The Festival was attended by over 100 international visitors from across the world, including prominent culture and art professionals, scientists and researchers, journalists and representatives of the diplomatic corps and international organizations accredited in Uzbekistan. Among them were the founder and creative director of Luxury Culture magazine, Yaffa Assouline (USA); the founder and chief editor of Depesha, Stephan Rabimov (USA); Loic Gouzer and Deborah Suleiman of Christie’s auction house; film critic, producer and member of over 50 film festival juries, Peggi Chiao (China); film director and script writer Zhou Qiyue (China); Russian TV host and journalist Vladislav Flyarkovskiy; editor in chief of the Russian version of GQ, Nikolai Uskov; deputy editor in chief of the Russian version of Hello! Magazine, Irina Boltenkova; film critic and member of “Nika” National Academy of Cinema Art, Svetlana Hokhryakova (Russia); Luciano Rispoli, audiovisual cooperation attaché with the Embassy of France in Turkey; Eric Aubert, cultural attaché of the Embassy of France in Uzbekistan; representatives of Energy Performance company, Yves Carriere and Edouard Brault (France); Jo Anne Zujewski, the head of Breast Cancer Therapeutics, in the Clinical Investigation Branch of the Cancer Therapy Evaluation Program (CTEP) of the National Cancer Institute (USA); the president of the International Friendship Exchange Council, Ken Matsuzawa (Japan); head of the Japan Arab Calligraphy Association, Koichi Honda; a delegation of the Hirayama Ikuo Silk Road Museum Foundation (Japan); artist, sculptor and jewelry designer Lisa Sotilis (Greece); actress Irene Visedo (Spain); film critic and art director of Eurasia Film Festival, Gulnara Abikeyeva (Kazakhstan); photographer Claudio Marcozzi (Italy); a journalist of Tribune des Arts, Flora Abgaryan (Switzerland) and representatives of the National Geographic among others. 
Day One
On a sunny morning of April 30, the ancient city of Bukhara, a hub of architecture, spirituality and trade in Central Asia and an ‘open-air museum’, was filled with the sounds of karnai and surnai Uzbek national instruments, signaling the start of the eagerly-awaited Festival of Traditional Culture. Over 300 participants of folk groups walked through the central streets of old Bukhara in a festive procession, drawing hundreds of residents, tourists and guests into a festival whirlpool. The festivities and entertainment centered around Ark Citadel, where the string of spectacular events kicked off.
Hundreds of people committed to the cause of conserving Uzbek originality came together in Bukhara in order to demonstrate the full diversity of traditions and customs of people who live here. Folk music groups, with their members clad in costumes indigenous to particular areas, danced and played music instruments greeting the Festival guests and inviting them to join the procession.

While the youth could participate in national games organized as part of the festival, adults could watch the exciting performance of tightrope walkers. All these contributed to the unique atmosphere of an oriental holiday. 
The Applied Art Fair brought together around 100 ceramists, weavers, artists, jewelers and smiths from Bukhara and other regions of Uzbekistan, forming long lines stretching from Bukhara Ark to Labi Hauz Ensemble, demonstrating all the colors of traditional crafts. Ablaze in color, the shopping rows offered exquisitely patterned chapans (caftans), dresses, carpets, wooden boxes, toys, headwear, pictures and fabrics. The highlight of these goods was golden embroidered clothing, as it is in this city that the art of golden embroidery reached its height back in the day. Bukharian embroiderers are famous well beyond the confines of Uzbekistan and their creations, along with architectural marvels in Bukhara, make the city a must-visit destination for tourists from abroad. 
On April 30, archeologists unveiled an ancient bath complex believed to be 1,000 years old which they had stumbled across during restoration of an ancient caravanserai (inn) for the Festival. Located between Magoki-Attori Mosque and Toki Telpak Furushon Dome, where excavations are under way, the bath complex has a changing room, an ablution room, mud bath and massage sections, and would also have offered other medical treatment, such as herbal baths. The rooms were warmed to different temperatures by an underfloor heating system. This bath, and its reconstruction, is mentioned in archived materials dating from the 12th-15th centuries. In the 15th century there was no mention whatsoever of the bath and the Uzbek archeologists previously believed the bath had been totally destroyed in the late 15th century. A group of local experts involved in the excavations delivered a lecture, a master class, and a presentation on the stunning find. The lectures were attended by students from Bukhara schools, experts, journalists and international guests. The excavations are being carried out by Bukharian experts in conjunction with the Institute of Archeology. The ancient bath complex will be added to the list of major tourist attractions in Bukhara.
Another in the series of eye-catching events of Day One was kurash national wrestling competition, held at Bukhara’s Abdulazizkhan Madrasah. Central to Uzbek tradition, kurash wrestling featured around 100 young athletes, both amateur and professional, from all parts of Uzbekistan. The competition in Bukhara, like any international kurash championship, was based on the Olympic system: the fights lasted four minutes each or until the fighter pinned his opponent down by putting his opponent on his back. In what came a surprise to the viewers, the competition ended with kurash veterans – world and Asia champions – showing demonstrative matches for the younger generation. 
Famous Japanese calligrapher Koichi Honda showed his art on April 30 at Nodir Divanbegi Madrasah as part of the Festival. Titled "Dedication to Bukhara", the art show presented twenty-three exquisite works by Honda. As the Japanese master noted, he was honored to be showing his artworks in the motherland of Bahauddin Naqshband, the founder of the Naqshbandi Sufi order in Islam. Honda is chairman of the Japan Arab Calligraphy Association, a professor at Daito Bunka University in Japan and one of the world’s foremost master calligraphers of Arabic. His works have won him worldwide recognition and some of his calligraphic masterpieces can be found in the British Museum in London. He started learning Arabic forty years ago, and reading the Koran in Arabic inspired him to create artworks with calligraphy as their central motif. Later, Honda embraced Islam in order to better understand the essence of this faith. In Bukhara, he stopped to look at virtually every architectural monument and he certainly came away with many impressions which will inspire him to create new calligraphic masterpieces. 
Day Two
The second – final – day of the Festival offered a series of exciting events, drawing more guests and participants than on the previous day. More specifically, as many as 2,000 people spectated ram fights and rooster fight at Ark Citadel, while the culinary delights at the National Cuisine Festival attracted a number of gourmets as well as local and international cuisine experts. 
Ark Square, one of the city’s major attractions, played host to ram fights and rooster fights. Like kurash, these fights have a long history. Back in the day Tamerlane brought the first karakul sheep to the region. This breed, prized for its meat, wool and pelt, is also known for its fighting habits. Many Oriental festivities used to include ram fighting, with the owners of the winner rams being gifted bulls, camels or horses. Some areas in Uzbekistan retain this tradition. Rooster fights proved to be just as spectacular, featuring specially bred gamecocks whose fighting drew crowds of people. 
In the daytime the festival guests and participants had the opportunity to lunch in the open air and sample culinary delights during the National Cuisine Festival, which featured oshpaz (pilaf cooks) from each region of Uzbekistan who demonstrated their cooking skills. The menu offered salads, sweets, dried fruit, pea soup and tabdir-kabob, a meal indigenous to southern Uzbekistan, while pilaf was the king of all the meals. 
A Spice Fair also sprawled over the area along with the national cuisine celebration. Aromatic Uzbek meals would be hard to picture without spices. In days gone by Bukhara was one of the key spots along the historical Silk Route, where traders and travelers would buy spices, condiments and seasonings that were highly prized commodities. The aromas coming from the Spice Fair in Bukhara drew flocks of tourists and local residents..

A roundtable titled “Film festivals – a phenomenon of contemporary global culture” held at Grand Bukhara Hotel as part of the Festival added to the creative atmosphere.  The roundtable was a run-up to the upcoming Tashkent International Festival of Contemporary Cinema to be held in September this year and brought together eminent local cinema professionals along with international experts such as Peggi Chiao (China), Luciano Rispoli (France), Svetlana Hokhryakova (Russia), Gulnara Abikeyeva (Kazakhstan); actor Valeriy Nikolayev (Russia) and Spanish film star Irene Visedo among others. Those gathered discussed the role of film festivals in the development of world cinema as well as the role of festivals as the crossroads of traditions and national specifics of cinema in different countries and different cultures. More specifically, the participants focused on the upcoming Tashkent International Festival of Contemporary Cinema while the international experts discussed the experience of their respective countries in organizing film festivals. Among the hotly debated issues were problems related to copyright and film renting. By and large, the participants were unanimous in noting the importance and timeliness of the upcoming festival and its potential in promoting Uzbek culture in the international art space and giving a fresh impetus to the development of Uzbek cinema. The roundtable participants also included the group which worked on the development, preliminary research and organizational issues relating to the preparations for the upcoming International Festival of Contemporary Cinema. The Working Group developed the Festival’s concept, general rules and its ‘Golden Cheetah’ statuette, which will be awarded in categories such as Best Film, Best Director, Best Female Role and Best Male Role. 
The evening part of the Festival agenda started with the National Dress Festival. On May 1, the walls of the quaint Kukeldash Madrasah formed an amazing backdrop to a fashion show by Uzbek designers that paraded clothing that was worn by men and women in days gone by as well as costumes with oriental motifs and modern twists. The nineteen Uzbek fashion designers presented 20 collections. The show, with traditional music in the background, took the audience to an oriental fairy tale as models came on the catwalk, clad in wide dresses with fringes, makhsi traditional boots, pure-cotton light shirts and thin gowns, which impressed the audience as well as prominent fashionistas. The most thrilling part of the show came from the collection of modern business and cocktail costumes made of atlas and adras national fabrics. 
Asrlar sadosi Festival also contributes to spiritual development efforts in the country, which was seen in the presentation of the book “Masterpieces of Architectural Epigraphy in Uzbekistan”, published by the Fund Forum. Held at Juybori Kalon Madrasah, the event brought together representatives of the Uzbekistan Muslim Board, heads and teachers of spiritual enlightenment schools, madrasah students, and journalists. Toward the end of the presentation, the Chairperson of Mehr Nuri Foundation’ Public Council, Gulnara Karimova, presented grants to 50 talented students of Islamic schools as well as aid in the form of material and technical supplies for 10 spiritual education institutions in Uzbekistan. 
The Festival of Traditional Culture culminated in a colorful gala concert at Bukhara’s Poy-Kalon Square, presenting barnstorming performances by folk music groups and solo singers in what was a demonstration of Uzbekistan’s traditional and contemporary music culture. The concert was held against the background of the traditional oriental architecture of the medieval Poy-Kalon Complex, which was a symbolic reflection of the name of the Festival - “Echo of Centuries”. Eighteen folk groups from all over Uzbekistan greeted the multitude of guests gathered for the major gala which kicked off with exotic sounds of karnai music instruments. 
The gala platform was also used to salute the festival participants who emerged as winners, with Gulnara Karimova presenting prizes to each winner. Jorge Espinal, the head of the UNESCO Tashkent Office, the co-organizer of the project, also extended heartfelt congratulations to the festival participants.
As in previous years, the Asrlar sadosi Festival of Traditional Culture made a splash, this time in Bukhara, a city steeped in history, one of the key centers of the historical Silk Route, a treasure trove of architectural marvels and, simply, an oriental city. The picturesque azure portals and exquisitely patterned minarets formed a dramatic backdrop to spectacular performances and celebration of Uzbek culture and traditions. No doubt, the venerable city of Bukhara and all that unfolded under its blue sky during the two days have made unforgettable impressions on the festival attendees. As the curtain fell on this year’s cultural celebration, the Festival caravan moves on and next year it will stop in another majestic Uzbek city to show the full diversity of Uzbekistan’s cultural wealth. 
 Asrlar sadosi: the young image of centuries-old traditions 
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