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                                                     English Week

                                                           December 6-12 2011
The British Council in partnership with the Ministry of higher and secondary specialised education, the Centre of Youth Initiatives Kelajak Ovozi, Uzbekistan teachers’ of English association are organising English Week in Uzbekistan. 
The Week will bring together more than 350 teachers and 150 students of English, 50 heads of English and in-service teacher training departments and 50 education managers, rectors and prorectors from all over Uzbekistan. 4 leading experts in the area of English from the UK will take part in the event.
Objectives of the Week:

· To respond to the almost unlimited demand for English coming from all sectors of economy;
· To engage and strengthen partnerships for a much greater impact;
· To facilitate a dialogue in the area of education reform including in English teaching and learning;  

· To disseminate achievements of partnership projects in area of education and English;
· To promote new generation of English learning and teaching materials; 

· To mark Charles Dickens’s 200th anniversary;
· To promote London 2012 Olympics. 

Key partners:

Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialised Education of Uzbekistan,
Ministry of Public Education of Uzbekistan,
Uzbekistan Teachers’ of English Association,
Centre of Youth Initiatives Kelajak Ovozi,
British Embassy in Uzbekistan,
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Uzbekistan,
Westminster International University in Tashkent.
Key activities of the Week:

December 6-7: English Reform meeting of heads of English Departments of all 18 pre-service teacher training institutions and curriculum reform co-ordinators. 
The event will review the English Reform project pilot and discuss the results of curriculum change in the area of English for teachers, EL methodology and intercultural competence development and plan further steps of the project.
December 7: Learner Conference. Theme: ‘’Effective Learner’’
The event will bring together learners of English and discuss learning strategies and resources that will help them become more effective learners of English. The conference will present the results of Learn English products competition and include the performance of WIUT student theatre and storytellers from the UK. The conference will also include London 2012 Olympics activities. 
December 9-10: UzTEA conference. The theme: Teaching English for Expanding International Understanding’’
The conference will bring together English teachers from all over Uzbekistan to share experience and knowledge in the area of Intercultural Awareness and discuss the role of English for intercultural understanding. The conference will present the outcomes of key English language projects run in Uzbekistan in partnership with Ministry of higher and secondary education and the Ministry of public education.

The conference will summarise the results of Teaching English products competition and include the performance of WIUT student theatre and storytellers from the UK. 
December 12: the Round Table: ‘’The role of English for National Development’’
The event will bring together the representatives of the Ministry of higher and secondary education and the Ministry of public education of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Fund Forum, Uzbekistan Teachers’ of English Association, Chamber of Commerce and Industry, local and international employers, rectors and pro-rectors of key universities and in-service teacher training institutions to discuss the role of English for national development, promote the outcomes of key English reform projects and explore current challenges and opportunities around teaching and learning of English in Uzbekistan.
Steve McNulty, British Council Country Director, Uzbekistan:

‘’It is widely recognised in Uzbekistan that English is a key skill for the development of the country. I think the country is very lucky in having some very talented students and some extremely dedicated and skilled teachers. I hope English week will be helpful to both students and teachers. I would like to thank our partners who have taken a key role in the organisation of this week with us and without whom it would not take place. Our special thanks to the Ministry of higher and secondary specialised education, Ministry of Public education, the Centre for youth Initiatives of Fund Forum, Uzbekistan teachers’ of English association’’.
************************

Uzbek-British cooperation in the field of higher education counts its successful history for the last 15 years, since the Memorandum on Cooperation was signed between two governments and the office of British Council was opened in Tashkent in 1996.
The British Council projects in Uzbekistan aim to support national reforms in the field of education and to create opportunities for professional development and improving English language skills for students, teachers, employers and entrepreneurs.
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